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The Volunteer Reilroad VWork Battalions were organizoed in Tugoslavia teo
accomplish the following purposes:

8. to build and reconstruct railroad with cheap volunteer labor,

b. to indoctrinate volunteer workers (mostly youths) from all over the
world in merits of Communism as practised in Tugoslavia,

G. to create a fesling of solidarity ameng youtha from satellite ccuntries
and Leftists from the rest of the world.

Composition: During the summer of 1947, there were from 150,000 to 200,000
persons from 22 countries - mostly youths, students, etc.

Organization: DBrigades of from 60 to over 100 reracons of the same ratione
ality are eatgblished. These are in turn broken dewn to groups of 10, each
group with its own leader.

Finance: Each volumbeer pays his eun way to the Yugoslav frontier,

From then on, the Yugoslav Govermment pays all bills, furnishes each worker
with elothes and boots, and provides board and lodging. The work is thus
unpaid, but foreign volunteers are rewarded by a one week trip to ths seashore
at the end of their work period (usually two months).

Erograp: "Regulart volunteers worked mornings (from about O4:00 to 12:00).

In the afternoons, they pursued "eultural! activities (1.6, writing, painting,
sports, political rallies, lectures, speeches, etc.). "Student® volunteers
studied and pursued cultural activities in the morning and worked afternocons
and evenings.

a. Brigades exceeding their work norms and fulfilling other conditions of
education, cleanliness, etc., were designated as “Shock" or "Elite" Brigades.

1. 1In the Bosnla ares all of the sabellite brigades were finally designated
"Elite", whereas only two of the several Western brigadea were so desig-
nated (namely Norway and Switzerland).

bo Workers were glven comparative freedom to travel around and see the country
when they were not working. :
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¢. Very little heavy equipment was used. liost of the uerk was dene by
antiquated pick and shovel methods.

de work battalions were vell supervised by sccret police.

e. Lany Yugoslavs joined battalions te get inte the geod graces of the
governnent, having previcusly been Zihailrvie Chetnilis, snd therefore
black=balled for high educetion, otc,

The entire progran accerplished o great part of its aim: to eenvince
perticipants that the present form of government has drive, vitality,
plan, and purpege; that conditions are net as bad ns reperted in the
"egpitalistic, plutecratic, fascistic nress"; that Tite hes lerpe
popular support; that there is religicus freedma in Yuseslaviag that
young Leftists nf tho werld set coleng with cach othier rerardless ef
racial, linguistic, and baclkareand differences.

The Suiss Brigede was nade up ‘of S84 yeunp Svuiss and tue Loerican
cellese girls. It was in Yugeslavia during duly and furust 1947.
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